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VUK JEREMIC CALLS ON EUROPEAN UNION TO OPPOSE PRISTINA

 PRAGUE, Nov. 13 (Beta) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic on Nov. 13 in Prague called for the European Union to oppose the noncompliance of Pristina with the agreement on reconfiguration of the international presence in Kosovo.  


In a speech at Charles University in Prague, Jeremic asked that the EU also stop adding conditions on Serbia's path to European integration.   


Speaking also on Kosovo, Jeremic said that the government in Pristina "is again resorting to threats" following the agreement between Belgrade and the United Nations on the reconfiguration of the international presence in Kosovo and the arrival of EULEX under U.N. jurisdiction and in accordance with Resolution 1244.   


"Everything had been agreed upon. The Security Council session was scheduled for Nov. 11 and then the threats from Pristina intensified," said the foreign minister.   


Jeremic continued that "instead of saying that these barbaric threats would not be tolerated," the Security Council meeting was canceled, and a report by U.N. Secretary General Ban Kimoon has not been published.   


"It is time for the European Union to finally oppose the extremists in Pristina and say to them: 'This cannot happen. Your rejection of laws will not be tolerated and your threats will not be accepted,'" said Jeremic.   


For this reason he said that the decision that will be made in the next few days would be "decisive," but at the same time he emphasized that Serbia is "deeply devoted to remaining a constructive partner" and that it is working with the U.N. and the EU on their neutral status in Kosovo.  

JEREMIC: SERBIA BURDENED BY ADDITIONAL PRE-CONDITIONS 

PRAGUE, Nov 13 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said Thursday in Prague that a series of additional pre-conditions for integration in the European Union were imposed to Serbia compared to other candidate countries. 

Serbia has never before had such a pro-democratic administration as the one headed by President Boris Tadic, has never been in a better position to meet its commitments or had better prospects for completing integration in the EU, he said in a lecture at the Charles University in Prague. Despite all that, Serbia has not been treated like other candidate countries and a series of additional pre-conditions were unjustly imposed for its membership, Jeremic said.

 Serbia wants to join the EU, not only for geographic reasons or for the sake of economic prosperity, but for the shared values, he said. He expressed his conviction that, as the next EU presidency, the Czech Republic could change this situation.
DJELIC: NEXT YEAR WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR ABOLISHING EU VISAS

BELGRADE Nov. 13 (Beta) - Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic said on Nov. 13 that 2009 will be "difficult" for the abolishment of visas for travel to European Union countries, but that Serbia could accede to the white Schengen list if it fulfills all the necessary technical conditions.  


"I'm not saying that in 2009 we will be on the white Schengen list, but that the European Commission said it would abolish visa regimes with countries that fulfill the required conditions," Djelic said at a session of the Serbian Parliament's European Integrations Committee.   


Djelic said that there are complicated circumstances surrounding the abolishment of visas for Serbian citizens to travel to EU countries, such as the global financial crisis, Irish citizens voting against the Lisbon Treaty and European Parliament elections.   


"The white Schengen list depends on us and the reforms we implement, not on political conditions. The Serbian government and I will do all we can to accede to the white Schengen list as soon as possible and we ask citizens for their understanding in these unfavorable circumstances," Djelic told journalists after the committee meeting.   


The deputy prime minister emphasized that what is obstructing the abolishing of visas is not the EU's fear of a wave of illegal immigrants from Serbia, but the fear that Serbia will become a transit country for illegal immigrants from other countries.   


He recalled that the issuing of biometric passports had begun and said that the goal is for a million of these passports to be issued in Serbia by summer next year.   


Djelic added that the computerization and networking of border crossings, securing information databases, and the equipping of airports and a private readmission center, among other things, are necessary for visas to be abolished. 

DJELIC: SERBIA DOING ALL TO END COOPERATION WITH THE HAGUE

BELGRADE Nov. 13 (Beta) - Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic stated on Nov. 13 that Serbia is doing all it can to complete its cooperation with the Hague tribunal, and that it expected the report of Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz to be "a sufficient basis" for the implementation of the transitional trade agreement with the EU.  


Speaking at a session of the parliamentary Committee for European Integration, Djelic said Serbia believed that the definition of full cooperation was "when someone is doing everything in one's power," but that the Netherlands was the only EU member that viewed cooperation with the Hague as the extradition of Ratko Mladic.   


He added that, during his forthcoming visit to Belgrade, Brammertz will be acquainted with the Serbian government's stand that the country is doing everything it can to complete its cooperation with the tribunal.   


Djelic reiterated that, besides cooperation with the Hague and the implementation of economic and administrative reforms, there were no other conditions for Serbia to become an EU member candidate.   


"The deploying of EULEX is not a condition and Serbia has the opportunity for this mission to be deployed on its terms, which Kosovo Premier Hashim Thaci is opposing," said the Serbian deputy prime minister.
LJAJIC: SEARCH FOR MLADIC WILL CONTINUE

BELGRADE, Nov 13 (Tanjug) - The search for Ratko Mladic will continue over the next days and weeks, aimed at fulfilling obligations towards the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), President of the National Council for Cooperation with the ICTY Rasim Ljajic stated on Thursday. 

"With these operations we are trying to send out a clear message not to the international community, because there is no need for that, but to our public, that we will do everything to fulfill the obligations towards the tribunal," Ljajic said at a promotion of the campaign "Our Serbia." 

He underscored that this is a sign that there is a serious political will in Serbia to cooperate with the ICTY, adding that such an opinion is shared by most of the European Union countries and the ICTY itself. He recalled that Serbia has so far transferred 44 indictees to The Hague, thus fulfilling the majority of its obligations.
LJAJIC: PRIZES FOR INFORMATION ON MLADIC, HADZIC STILL IN EFFECT

BELGRADE, Nov 14 (Tanjug) - President Rasim Ljajic of the National Council for Cooperation with the ICTY has said in a statement for the Belgrade daily Vecernje novosti that the million-euro prize for information leading to the location and arrest of International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia indictee Ratko Mladic, and the 250,000-euro prize for the location and arrest of Goran Hadzic are still in effect. 

The decision to post the prize on Mladic was carried in October 2007 by the Council for National Security which is headed by Serbian President Boris Tadic, Vecernje novosti said on Friday. "That prize is absolutely valid, anyone who provides us with the right information that would lead to the arrest of Mladic will get one million euros," Ljajic told the daily. 

"This prize further demonstrates the determination of Belgrade as soon as possible to meet its remaining obligations toward the Tribunal. With that prize, we are also demonstrating that there is the political will to extradite Mladic," Ljajic said.
SUTANOVAC: KOSOVO ALBANIANS HINDER EULEX DEPLOYMENT 

PARIS, Nov 14 (Tanjug) - Serbia Defence Minister Dragan Sutanovac said on Friday that it was the Kosovo Albanians that were obstructing the deployment of the European EULEX Mission in Kosovo and Metohija. We (Serbia and the UN) finally succeeded in reaching agreement, but now the Albanians, unsatisfied (with the agreement), are hindering the deployment of this contingent, Sutanovac said in an interview for the Paris daily Le Figaro.

The Serbian minister underlined that Serbia wanted the Kosovo issue to be resolved in a legal manner. We expect that the International Court of Justice (ICJ) will rule that the declaration on Kosovo independence is in contradiction with international law, Sutanovac said, assessing that Serbia had made a huge mistake in the 90s when it had chosen to defend its interests by military, rather than legal means.

Sutanovac, who visited France earlier this week on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of World War One Armistice, told the daily that NATO would have to wait some time before Serbia decided to join it. There are other countries, such as Austria, which are members of the European Union, but which have not joined the Alliance, the defence minister said, adding that consensus had been reached in Serbia on the country's joining the EU, but that the memories of the NATO bombing campaign in 1999 were still very fresh and painful both for the politicians and the people in general.

AGREEMENT ON SERB REFUGEES NEEDED WITH CROATIA 

BELGRADE, Nov 13 (Tanjug) - Serbia should urge the conclusion of a bilateral agreement with Croatia on status and property of Serb refugees, the participants in a round table on the future of Serb property in Croatia said Thursday. 

Advisor to Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Jovan Krkobabic, Rade Dubajic said that restitution of tenancy rights is one of the main problems hindering the return of Serb refugees. Only between 50,000 and 60,000 Serb refugees have returned to Croatia, although its government claims that the figure is higher and that it has had several meetings with refugee associations on resolving the problems. 

Other problems are demolished homes, pensions, etc, Dubajic said. Serbia will insist that the international community use pressure, he said, adding that the government has prepared documents for a meeting with Croatian officials scheduled for December in Geneva.
SERBIA – ECONOMY, FINANCE

DINKIC: BOOST IN EXPORTS IS SERBIA'S PRIORITY

BELGRADE Nov. 13 (Beta) -  Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Mladjan Dinkic stated on Nov. 13 that increasing exports will be Serbia's priority, since that is necessary in order to finance the growing deficit in the balance of payments under the conditions of the international financial crisis.  


"We will be able to boost our exports only if we have a good relationship between price and quality. Quality is now a crucial item for competitiveness in all economies," he said at the Oscar of Quality award presentation ceremony in the Serbian Chamber of Commerce.  


Dinkic said that the Ministry of Economy he heads has seriously begun to draft regulations in the field of quality standards in order to harmonize them with those of the EU and the World Trade Organization.  


"The Serbian government has adopted a draft law on technical requirements for products and the assessment of harmonization and a draft law on food safety, and they have prepared a draft of the law on standardization," he said, voicing the expectation that these laws will soon be adopted in the Serbian Parliament.  


Without the implementation of these regulations, Serbia cannot join the EU or the World Trade Organization, Dinkic underlined. 

EXPORT TO CEFTA REGION AMOUNTS TO 2.87 BILLION DOLLARS 

BELGRADE, Nov 13 (Tanjug) - In the first nine months of this year, Serbia exported goods worth 2.87 billion dollars in the CEFTA region and imported goods worth 1.41 billion, Serbian Chamber of Commerce and Industry President Mihailo Vesovic said on Thursday. 

This region accounted for 31.6 percent of Serbia's overall exports and for 7.9 percent of its overall imports, Vesovic said at a meeting on problems in the economic cooperation with the countries belonging to the CEFTA region. He said that CEFTA was the most important agreement which Serbia currently had from the economic point of view. One of the main goals of this agreement is the abolishment of the non-customs barriers and disturbances in trade, head of the Serbian Chamber's Bureau for Regional Cooperation Milivoje Miletic said.
AGREEMENT ON ECONOMIC PROGRESS OF SOUTHERN SERBIA SIGNED

BELGRADE Nov. 13 (Beta) - An agreement on cooperation in the domain of local economic development in southern Serbia was signed on Nov. 13 by USAID, the Coordinating Body for Southern Serbia and representatives of the municipalities of Bujanovac, Presevo and Medvedja.  


At the same time, the Office for Local Economic Development was opened in Bujanovac on Nov. 13, founded with the support of the MEGA program of USAID.   


The agreement was signed by the USAID director for Serbia, Michael Harvey, the director of the Coordinating Body for Southern Serbia, Nenad Djurdjevic, and the administrators of the municipalities of Bujanovac, Presevo and Medvedja Saip Kamberi, Nader Sadiku and Slobodan Draskovic.   


Harvey said the tripartite agreement is aimed at building the capacity of the municipalities of Bujanovac, Presevo and Medvedja for preparing capital projects and for finding the financial means to carry them out.   


USAID will be cooperating directly with the municipalities and help them recognize and create capital projects that are important for them, in order to apply for funding from European Union and Serbian funds, he said.   


The USAID director added that one should also take advantage of the ideal location, right beside Corridor 10, which is the main artery connecting Southeastern Europe, and that the signing of the tripartite agreement is a guarantee of a bright future for the region.   


Offices for local economic development, like the one in Bujanovac, will also open in the municipalities of Presevo and Medvedja, and will be geared toward the creation of capital projects for applying for preaccession funds of the European Union and for funding from Serbian institutions.  

CARLSBERG, INGRAPOMNI WIN OSCAR OF QUALITY

BELGRADE Nov. 13 (Beta) - The Carlsberg Serbia brewery from Celarevo and the IngrapOmni construction company from Valjevo on Nov. 13 won the 2008 "Oscar of Quality" award in the Serbian Chamber of Commerce.  


In the category of big companies, the award was also given to Messer Tehnogas, Belgrade Pharmacies, Vojvodina Waters and Kolubara Universal for high quality operations and business practices.  


Among small and mediumsized companies, the Student Center Nis and Eterika from Trstenik were awarded for business excellence.  


The awards were granted for the 14th time on World Quality Day, which is marked every second Thursday in November.  


The companies received their awards from Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy Mladjan Dinkic, who also chaired the jury. The award is organized by the Fund for Quality Culture and Excellence and the Serbian Chamber of Commerce.  

AGREEMENT REACHED ON ARRANGEMENT WITH IMF

BELGRADE Nov. 13 (Beta) - The Serbian government and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have reached an agreement on the signing of a 15month standby arrangement and on the economic program, it was stated on Nov. 13.  


According to the statement of the Serbian government, the agreement is for the 2009 budget deficit to add up to 1.5 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) and for expenditures for salaries, pensions and subsidies "to be balanced in a way that will secure macroeconomic stability."   


"Bearing in mind the world financial crisis and its possible effects on Serbia's economy, members of the government have agreed that all budget users should behave responsibly and that savings must be made at all levels," it was said in the statement.   


BETA learned from sources in the government that pensions will not rise next year, and that this will be regulated by an amendment to the law on the budget.   


Salaries in the public sector will increase by eight percent twice in the next year, and it was also agreed for subsidies in agriculture, tourism and sociallyowned companies, and welfare payments, to be reduced by an average of 25 percent, BETA's source said.   


No agreement was struck on whether there would be subsidies in the energy sector and how high they would be. 

AGREEMENT REACHED ON SAVINGS IN 2009 BUDGET

BELGRADE Nov. 13 (Beta) - The Serbian government reached agreement on Nov. 13 regarding savings in next year's budget, which was a condition for concluding a new arrangement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF).  


The government announced that a statement would be released on the occasion of this agreement.   


In previous discussions of next year's budget, in which an IMF delegation, which has been in Belgrade since Oct. 28, also participated, the most problematic topic was the payment of an emergency pension increase of 10 percent, which would be calculated on the basis of the October pensions.   


According to BETA's information, it was also agreed that next year payments would be in an amount which includes the increase, but that this amount would be "frozen" until the end of the year.  

DRAGUTINOVIC: AGREEMENT WITH IMF PRECAUTIONARY 

BELGRADE, Nov 14 (Tanjug) - The Serbian government has reached agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on a 15-month standby arrangement as a measure of precaution, Finance Minister Diana Dragutinovic said on Friday. 

Addressing a news conference, Dragutinovic said this program, which was negotiated for two weeks, provides Serbia with the possibility "to withdraw funds if, and only if required, but we will do our best to secure that it is not required." The arrangement is the response of the state to the crisis, she said. Austerity measures will be introduced at all levels, from the state itself, to municipalities, funds, social security, the minister specified.

 In the year 2009, the budget deficit will not go over 1.5 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) and it will not be a result of an expansive fiscal policy but of the slowing down of economic activities, she pointed out. The mass of salaries and pensions will increase in 2009 in comparison with this year, but the growth will be a very moderate one, Dragutinovic said.

IMF CONTRACTS CREDIT WORTH 520 ML DLRS WITH SERBIAN GOVT 

BELGRADE, Nov 14 (Tanjug) - International Monetary Fund (IMF) Mission Head Albert Jaeger said on Friday that a credit support for Serbia worth 520 million dollars has been agreed with representatives of the Serbian government, and that Serbia will take over the funds only if required.

 Addressing a press conference held at the Serbian government, Jaeger said the duration of this arrangement is 15 months, to expire in March 2010. The Serbian authorities are taking this credit as a precautionary measure, he said. The credit line further has to be approved by the IMF Board of Directors and also by the Serbian government, Jaeger said. Serbia's economy can handle the global crisis, he said, but it is facing problems that are making it more vulnerable than other countries of the region. These are the high deficit and the structural problems reflected in the bulky public sector, Jaeger specified.

JELASIC: INITIALLING OF MEMORANDUM WITH IMF SECURES MORE INT CREDITS

BELGRADE, Nov 14 (Tanjug) - National Bank of Serbia (NBS) Governor Radovan Jelasic has said that Serbia will get more credits from international financial institutions with the initialling of a memorandum with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and at a time when it is very difficult and costly to secure them on the financial market, and also more investments, a lower inflation rate, and a more stable rate of exchange of the dinar. 

An infusion in the form of the IMF is required for the rate of exchange of the national currency, Jelasic said in an interview for the Belgrade daily Vecernje novosti published on Friday. "More investments and credits bring more foreign currency and that leads to the stability of the dinar. In the absence of the same, inflation would very soon eradicate the five or 10 percent increases in salaries, or pensions, about which a battle is being waged at this time," the governor said. Next year, he told the daily, citizens will be offered smaller and considerably more expensive credits.

KOSOVO AND METOHIJA – SITUATION, REACTIONS

INTENSE TALKS BETWEEN PRISTINA AND INTERNATIONAL OFFICIALS

PRISTINA, Nov. 13 (Beta) - On Nov. 13, the leaders of Kosovo's institutions and international representatives continued intense consultations, after Pristina's rejection of the sixpoint plan which the U.N. and Belgrade had agreed on.  


Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu and Premier Hashim Thaci met again in Pristina, away from the media, with representatives of the "five," i.e. of Contact Group member countries without Russia.   


Sources close to the negotiations told the electronic media in Pristina that no agreement had been reached and that Pristina continued to reject "the document that is a product of an agreement between the United Nations and Serbia."   


"Pristina went even further at the meeting and sought that the U.N. sixpoint plan be taken off the negotiating table because it is not in accord with the interests of the people of Kosovo and the Kosovo Constitution," Radio Television Kosovo (RTK) reported, quoting unnamed sources close to the negotiations.   


RTK also reported that Sejdiu and Thaci had demanded that any agreement reached on the international civilian presence in Kosovo is first approved by Pristina.  

THACI: GREAT EFFORTS IN HARMONIZATION OF LAWS WITH EU

PRISTINA, Nov. 13 (Beta) - Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaci said on Nov. 13 that Kosovo is making large strides in the harmonization of laws with the European Union (acquis communautaire).  


"In the field of legislation, Kosovo is working on the harmonization of its laws with the laws of the EU. The government will strengthen its structures which deal with these issues," said Thaci at the opening of the conference entitled "For One Legislative Framework in Kosovo in Harmony with Aquis Communautaire."   


Thaci said that Kosovo is at a very important stage in the building of its EU perspective, but that achieving the required capacity for completing this objective is a difficult process which requires time.   


According to him, next year will be very important for Kosovo because during 2009 the European Commission will begin a feasibility study of Kosovo.   


The head of the European Commission office in Pristina, Renco Davidi, said that Kosovo has been successful in harmonizing its laws with the EU, but that Kosovo's institutions need to work on the implementation of those laws. 
